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Testimony in favor of SB 1276

My name is Lee Tepley.  I have a PhD in Physics and I am also a pioneer whale photographer.  I believe an EIS is vitally necessary to expose the fact that the Superferry will be a serious threat to Humpback whales whereas the Superferry people seems to have the attitude “ Trust us.  We love whales.  There will be no problems”

Pic 1-Dead Sperm Whale This is a badly cut-up and dead sperm whale near shore in the Canary Islands .

Pic 2 Fast Canary Islnad Ferry It was probably killed by a fast ferry like this.  Note the sharp pontoons which could have caused the deep cut.  This ferry does not look like the Hawaii Superferry but is actually very much like it.  They are both semi-swath vessels.

In 1999 and 2000 three fast ferries like this went into operation in the Canary Islands.  Immediately afterwards the sperm whale stranding rate increased by a factor of about eight compared to earlier years.

I think this is a great correlation – but three executives from the Superferry Company went to the Canaries to investigate.  They convinced some important people in Hawaii that the fast ferries were not responsible. They argued that there were no witnesses to the collisions and, therefore, the fast ferries could not be blamed.   They were not willing to accept the correlation because it was only circumstantial evidence.

Why did they even care??   -  They cared because the fast Canary ferries are Pic 3 - Superferry very similar to to the coming Hawaii Superferry.   They are about the same weight and  speed and of similar design.  They are both “semi-Swath” vessels which means that their pontoons dig deep into the water – about 12-14 ft.  This gives them great stability and terrible gas mileage.  

This picture shows that the superferry also has sharp pontoons which should be good for cutting into whales and other sea creatures.  And there are some people – like me – who think that if the fast Canary ferries killed Sperm whales in the Canary Islands, then the Superferry will kill Humpbacks in Hawaii.

But, again, the Canary Island collisions were not witnessed.

So the main purpose of my testimony is to provide evidence of fast ferry collisions that were actually witnessed. Pic 4
- Jet foil collision For starters there have been lots of documented collisions between jetfoils and whales in waters around Japan.  This picture shows a jetfoil of the type that hit a whale and injured 104 passengers.  There were about 6 documented jetfoil collisions in 2006 alone.

Jet foils ride high above the surface. They are smaller and a little faster than the Hawaii Superferry and tend to be unstable - so when  a jet foil hits a whale, the passengers all know what happened.   So since jetfoils have been hitting lots of whales, is there any reason to think that the Hawaii superferry will not?? 

Pic 5 – Pelagos Sanctuary Now let’s go on to the Pelagos Sanctuary in the Mediterranean Sea.  A lot of Fin whales are found in the sanctuary.  Reading from a scientific paper published in 2002.

“High-speed ferries were introduced into the area in 1996.  In the six years following that period they accounted for almost 50% of the total collisions”.

Pic 6 – IWC paper.  Another Scientific paper was submitted to the International Whaling Commision in 2004.  It considered only “winessed” collisions between ferries and whales.   Reading from this picture.

13 collisions with ferries were witnessed from 1992 to 2002.  Nine of these were with fast ferries.

So evidence is accumulating of collisions between fast ferries and whales. 

Pic 7 – Cruise ship Route Map.  But what about collisions with Cruise ships which have been hitting whales in many parts of the world but apparently not in Hawaii – and because inter-island cruise ships have cruising speeds of up to 25 knots, the Sanctuary Advisory Council – often called SAC – decided that they should permit the Superferry to cruise at the same speed – even in waters were there lots of whales.   I believe that this was an awful decision and should be a major topic of discussion in an EIS. 

In any case, it seems likely that inter-island cruise ships rarely if ever cruise at 25 knots.  I did an analysis of the speed and distance traveled per week for a typical inter-island cruise ship.  The results are shown here.  The overall average speed turned out to be 13.3 knots – a speed considered safe for whales.  This calculation would not be valid if the ship raced between ports and then stopped dead for many hours.  I doubt if this is often happens..  The ship traveled about 985 miles in one week.

Pic 8 – Superferry Route Map. I did a similar calculation for the first Superferry during the non-whale season.  The average speed came out to be about 36 knots.  The distance traveled was about 3500 miles/week.  This means that in one week the Superferry will travel over 3.5 times a as far as a typical liner-island cruise ship and, assuming a random distribution of whales, is over 3.5 times more likely to hit a whale.  This is in addition to it’s higher speed and 2 sharp pontoons.  Therefore, the Superferry will be a far greater threat than an inter-island cruise ship and should not be permitted to travel at high speeds.  This matter should be discussed in detail in an Environmental Impact Statement.

Pic. 9 – Manta Ray logo.  Finally, I think it is bizarre that the new Superferry logo is a Manta Ray – a graceful creature that the Superferry will be killing in its travels.
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