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Superferry has ultra-slippery, nontoxic bottom paint and no
ballast tanks. Officials dismissed claims that Oahu residents
will disrupt the native ecosystem and overfish ocean
resources. They plan to work with the state Division of Aquatic Resources to develop educational materials
about proper fishing techniques and marine protected areas.

Officials are collaborating with the Department of Agriculture Plant Industry and Animal Industry Divisions to
develop policies and screening procedures. Rules will be more restrictive than state regulations. For
instance, certificates of inspection will be needed for plants. Vehicles with accumulated or caked dirt will not
be allowed aboard.

During a three-year period, whale researchers and other experts helped the Superferry develop a whale
avoidance policy, which was approved by the Hawaiian Island National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council
last May.

According to the policy, the Superferry, which has no propellers, will change routes during whale season to
avoid whale-dense areas. It will also slow down in waters less than 600 feet to 29 mph or less, the speed
other vessels typically travel. Aside from the captain and a navigation officer, there will be two crew members
dedicated to spotting whales with their motion stabilizing and night vision binoculars.

The vessels will carry up to 866 passengers and 282 cars, or a mix of vehicles with the capacity to carry 28
trucks and 65 cars. Projected fares begin at $65 for Internet-purchased, off-peak, one-way fares between the
Big Island and Honolulu for passengers with a car. Base passenger fares start at $52 for off-peak,
Internet-purchased fares.

Transporting cars would cost $65 to $75, while fees for pickups and vans would be $100 to $110. Fully
loaded delivery trucks would cost $500 to transport, while a school bus would cost $788. Moving surfboards
and canoes atop of cars will be free. Officials are working on the prices and logistics for pet transportation.

For more information, visit http://www.hawaiisuperferry.com
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We urge comment writers to treat this as a public forum where manners matter. Criticism is part of American
democracy but insults discourage participation. If contributors follow these guidelines, westhawaiitoday.com
will leave this forum convenient, anonymous and otherwise unfettered:

Do not issue threats of any kind.

Do not use profanity or attempt to disguise profanity.

Do not post messages using profane or crude names and identities.
Do not insult someone else’s contributions or wit.

Do not disguise or confuse identities by using the names of others.

Comments that violate these rules may be deleted. In cases where tempers and abusive comments become
uncontrolled, the comments feature may be turned off. There's no need to insult the author of a badly
reasoned, uninformed or silly comment. Just make a better one.
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